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REMARKS 

This is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action dated May 
19, 2004, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on August 19, 
2004. Please reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons discussed 
below. 

Applicant files herewith a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement and 
accompanying Form 1449 including additional references for consideration by the 
Examiner. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith prior to any further office action. 

Additionally, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the Form 
1449 filed by Applicant on April 9, 2004, a copy of which is included herewith, prior to 
any further office action. Applicant further respectfully requests that the Examiner 
consider the Form 1449 filed by Applicant on June 9, 2004, a copy of which is also 
included herewith, prior to any further office action. 

Applicant also files herewith a Petition for Correction of Inventorship under 37 
CFR 1.48(b). Applicant therefore respectfully requests deletion of James E. Chitwood 
as an inventor in the application. 

Claims 1-46 remain pending in the application and are shown above. Claims 6- 
46 are allowed. Claims 1-5 have been cancelled by Applicant without prejudice, and 
Applicant has added new claims 47-50. Claims 1-5 are rejected, and claims 6-46 are 
indicated to be allowable by the Examiner. Reconsideration of the rejected claims is 
requested for reasons presented below. 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Bjerking et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,765,416). Applicant has cancelled claim 1 without prejudice. 

Claims 2-5 stand rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-3 of U.S. Patent Number 
5,551,521 and claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent Number 5,894,897. Applicant has cancelled 
claims 2-5 and rewritten claims 2-5 as claims 47-50, respectively, to place claims 2, 4, 
and 5 in independent form. A terminal disclaimer involving U.S. Patent Numbers 
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5,551,521 and 5,894,897 is included herewith. Therefore, Applicant respectfully 
requests allowance of new claims 47-50. 

Having addressed all issues set out in the office action, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully requests 
allowance of the claims. 



Respectfully submitted, 

f s-0 Qj^ .Q> 9xXa . — > 

William B. Patterson 
Registration No. 34,102 
Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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